DISCUSSION
Primary malignant melanoma of the esophagus (PMME) is a rare, highly malignant tumor. The medium survival time is close to 10 months (1) . About 20-50 % of all cases of PMME are misdiagnosed as esophageal carcinoma due to the lack of highly specific diagnostic methods and the absence of visible melanin granules (2) .
The differential diagnosis presented in this report, esophageal carcinoma presenting with progressive dysphagia, is the same as diagnoses made in previous reports. In order to confirm the diagnosis, a second esophagoscopy was performed and the appropriate form of treatment could be selected. Currently, surgery is the first choice for PMME. Sometimes surgery combined with chemotherapy is recommended. However, certain types of endoscopic treatment should also be considered. Cap-assisted endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) is one type of endoscopic treatment that has been found useful in PMME (3) .
To avoid misdiagnosis, we emphasize the importance of enhancing the awareness of the diagnostic indicators of PMME. Early detection, early diagnosis, and suitable treatment play an important role in extending patient survival. 
